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Representative McIntyre spoke to us about
why it's important for physicians to get
involved in advocacy and building
relationships with their local representatives. 

Many of us have learned so much about our ourselves, our organization, and the world around us in 2021. As we move forward
into the New Year, it is important to use the lessons we have learned from the past to help shape and guide the future of the
OAFP.  As a board we met in December for an end of the year review and to begin deep diving into strategic & legislative
priorities for the OAFP to build on in 2022. It was a great time to look back on what we have been doing as an organization and
what we could build on to better serve our membership. We would love to hear from you! Please email or call me at 405-842-
0484 x101 or webber@okafp.org & share your thoughts with me on how we are doing, ideas of how we can better support you
or to discuss any other thoughts or questions you may have!
 
It is already shaping up to be a lively session with a record number of bills filed and many that could impact healthcare and our
patients. Now is the time more than ever to get involved with our advocacy efforts and to help us let your voices be heard at the
State Capitol when issues arise. We have incredible legislative consultants, Dawn Watson and Mark Nichols that work tirelessly
before, during and after the session to keep our Family Physicians and patients in the fore front of legislator’s minds while new
pieces of legislation are being considered. With that being said the number one thing I hear all the time at the capital is that
your voices, texts and emails make all the difference. I would encourage you to reach out to us to get involved, befriend your
local representative/community leaders, and share your thoughts on issues that impact you, your practices, and your patients.
On this page, you will find a message from State Representative Marcus McEntire that shares why it’s important for physicians
to get involved with advocacy and building relationships with their local representatives. I would encourage you to watch this
brief video and let us know if you want to make an impact this session! We can provide you resources, weekly email updates
and connections to get you started!
 
Finally, remember to Save the Date for our Annual OAFP Scientific Assembly in conjunction with EXPLORE Healthcare Summit.
It will be held August 25-27, 2022 at the Embassy Suites in Norman, Oklahoma! We hope to see you all there as we celebrate
being back in person together again!
 
Sincerely,

A Note From Your EVP

DEAR OAFP MEMBERS,

JANUARY 2022

KARI WEBBER, CAE
OAFP EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

https://youtu.be/kr1IhKIe1Yo
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SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR 2022 AWARDS

Family Physician of the Year
Friend of Family Medicine
Patient Advocate
Resident Leadership Award (NEW to 2022)

The Oklahoma Academy of Family Physicians
(OKAFP) is accepting nominations for the following
2022 awards:

You already know the journey you’re on will be worth it, but it doesn’t hurt to have a
community to lean on while you're a medical student.

Join the thousands of
members who have gone
before you in networking,
learning, and growing as
physicians together when you
become part of the American
Academy of Family Physicians
(AAFP) and OAFP. Gain access
to all the support your
Academy provides until
graduation.

Learn more and apply online
by clicking here.

These annual awards recognize the best of the
best family physicians, family medicine
educators, family medicine residents, and
friends of family medicine in the great state of
Oklahoma. These individuals go above and
beyond-the-call-of-duty to promote and share
the ideals of family medicine not only to their
patients, but to their communities.

Nominate a family physician, family medicine educator, resident, or advocate of family medicine who
deserves recognition for providing exemplary care, are involved in their community, or are leaders in
their practice.

STUDENT INFORMATION

https://www.facebook.com/familymed/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVCXrICmS1J_kxRnI1tkt2yFIe352xs8cRxqUpKfjqU7XTDlkPspotyuOrEn96GrvpMgiPJcl9tnnMwgKQLk2lxy7zM8NCtLCK_2hBoKxPlYwRlJmXT1kjWaMKzERhswZs6leJjY3C3iiybmmoJMDp1fSCopa5lMMZVaTtCFOOFmQ&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.aafp.org/membership/join/student.html?fbclid=IwAR0vktTVlRqTWzAqzMEOJC5_Znk8RNyY5FI7dkV-NKqs2NbtdTQx-1gbZ5Y
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RECOGNIZING OAFP MEMBER
ERIC BEAVER, MD

Medical Director at Oak Street Health

I participated in the FPO program with Dr James Beebe in Muskogee, and that experience
always stuck with me. I loved the wide scope of care, the joy shared by staff and physicians I

was able to interact with, and the overall positive outlook it gave me about primary care.

When Asked: "Why did you choose family medicine?
What has been the most fulfilling moment of your

career or education?" - Dr. Beaver shared:

Read More About Dr. Beaver Here

OAFP DELEGATES &
ALTERNATE DELEGATES

We want to say thank you to our delegates & alternate delegates that represented Oklahoma this
past weekend at the Congress of Delegates virtual reference committee hearings. Tómas Owens,
MD (Delegate), Pam Ahearn, MD (Delegate), Phil Palmer, MD (Alternate Delegate), and Lee Mills,
MD (Alternate Delegate) took time away from their busy schedules to participate in the reference
committee hearings to ensure that Oklahoma physicians voices are heard during these valuable
discussions with other state leaders. We value our delegates and the amount of time and
dedication they show to the OAFP and our members!

https://okafp.org/3060-2/
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covid-19 resources

AAFP ISSUES STATEMENT ON SCOTUS RULING ON VACCINE MANDATES

On January 14, the American Academy of Family
Physicians (AAFP) issued a statement attributable
to AAFP President Sterling N. Ransone, Jr., MD,
FAAFP, on the Supreme Court ruling on vaccine
mandates.

The statement reads as follows:
“The AAFP recognizes that vaccines are a critical
public health tool to prevent disease and protect
patients, families, and communities. Family
physicians frequently administer immunizations,
and we regularly counsel patients and their
families on the safety and efficacy of the vaccines.
We strongly support COVID-19 vaccinations to
prevent hospitalization and death in people of all
ages. We urge every eligible individual to get the
COVID-19 vaccine as a means of protecting
themselves and their community against the
virus. We also believe it is appropriate to require
health care workers who are responsible for the
health and wellbeing of others to be fully
vaccinated. To this end, while we appreciate the
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
vaccination mandate for health care workers, we
are discouraged by the Court’s decision to stay
the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration’s regulation mandating that large
employers require employees to be fully
vaccinated or submit to weekly COVID-19 testing.

“As the world continues to confront the COVID-19
pandemic and surges from variants like Delta and
Omicron, all workers should get vaccinated for
their own health and to protect the health of their
colleagues, families, and communities in which
they live. It is especially necessary to protect those
who are vulnerable, including unvaccinated
children and the immunocompromised. The need
to protect vulnerable groups is why many
industries, including health care, long-term care,
and education, already require vaccinations for
influenza, hepatitis B, and pertussis.

“We remain firmly supportive of the
administration’s efforts to increase access to and
acceptance of COVID-19 vaccines and boosters.
Family physicians know that COVID-19 vaccines
are safe and effective for protecting recipients
from severe illness and can help reduce COVID-19
transmissibility, but we must commit to a
multifaceted approach in the face of the Omicron
variant and any future variants. All options must
be on the table to get Americans vaccinated and
to stem the spread of the virus.

“This includes improving accessibility to tests,
clearer guidance on proper masking (including
the availability and equitable provision of KN95 or
N95 masks), addressing workers’ concerns,
engaging with marginalized populations, and
working with trusted messengers to improve
vaccine acceptance and adherence to public
health recommendations. We hope all other
employers across the country will implement
effective policies to encourage vaccination. The
health and safety of U.S. workers, families, and
communities depend upon it.”

https://youtu.be/xK7vl2Laukk
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calling 2022 choice partners
are you interested in being a new choice partner of the oafp?

Please email webber@okafp.org

Gold Level Sponsors Silver Level Sponsors Bronze Level Sponsors

$10,000 $7,500 $5,000

Through our Choice Partnerships, we are able to provide many opportunities to our members
throughout the year. We look to our choice partners to keep our members informed and to provide
the financial support for Continued Medical Education to our physicians. The OAFP Choice Partners

are also the reason we are able to have a Scientific Assembly each year and offer our members
three days of KSAs, CME and activities. We value their partnership and continued support.

thank you 2021 choice partners
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Looking ahead

gearing up for the 2022 session 
Executive Vice President Kari Webber &

OAFP Legislative Consultants Dawn Watson & Mark Nichols Attended the 2022 Speakers Ball

(Left to Right): Representative Dick Lowe,
Representative Preston Stinson, Shelia

Stinson, Kari Webber, Ashley McCourtney,
Dawn Watson, & Senator Greg McCourtney

(Left to Right): Allison LeBoeuf
(OOA ED) Sandra Harrison, (VP
Legal & Regulatory Affairs OHA)
Kari Webber (OAFP EVP), Dawn

Watson (OAFP Legislative
Consultant)

(Left to Right): Mark Nichols, Dawn
Watson (OAFP Legislative

Consultants), Kari & Shawn Webber

Oklahoma Legislative Session Convenes- February 7, 2022
ACLF /NCCL- April 29- May 1, 2022  (Kansas City, MO)

State Advocacy Conference -Date to be Announce (Washington, DC)
National Conference of Residents & Students- July 28-30, 2022 (Kansas City)

OAFP /EXPLORE Conference- August 25-27, 2022 (Norman, OK)
Congress of Delegates- September 19-21, 2022 (Washington, DC)

Multi state – November 12-13, 2022 (Dallas, TX)
AAFP FMX- September 20-24, 2022 (Washington, DC)

save the dates 2022 
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Managed Care:  The legislature and the governor appear to continue to disagree on privatized
managed care for Medicaid. It remains to be seen if there will be any legislative action on the
topic. In relation to that, legislators filed bills to require physicians on the Oklahoma Health
Care Authority board and to require the OHCA to return some organizations to the Medical
Advisory Committee. Last session, the authority requested a bill to alter the size and makeup
of the MAC and it passed.
Though the legislature expects more funds, leaders have stated they will likely try to keep
most agency budgets flat. Thus, an increase in provider rates is not likely.
We will continue to fight on the vaccination front. On first count, we have seen nearly
40 anti-vaccine measures filed. Many are COVID-specific but others are not and could
be related to other vaccinations. Several have to do with an employer’s right to
require vaccinations as a condition of employment.
Other Measures of Note:

SB1409 would allow exemptions for prior authorizations.
HB3815 and SB1596 are sister bills that would create a medical power of attorney to replace
the statute that was deleted last session.
HB3048 instates fines for those who do not comply with health care transparency statues.
HB3319 addresses emergency licensure for providers.

Legislators filed a record number of bills for the 2022 legislative session and are expecting a
better budget thanks to increased revenues and federal funds. When session starts Feb. 7,
legislators will find about 2,300 new bills bringing the total to about 4,800 including bills carried
over from last session.

Your legislative team has been working our way through those bills since the Jan. 20
introduction deadline and of course, health care will play a big role in the halls of the capitol
once again.

Here is a brief overview of what we expect to see in our priority areas:

JANUARY 2022

2022 legislative session

Stay tuned for more information about Medicine Day at the
Capitol, which is on March 1, and Vaccination Day, which is
March 29. It promises to be a very busy session and, as
always, we will keep you updated.

Dawn Watson
Legislative Consultant of the OAFP

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20INT/SB/SB1158%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20INT/SB/SB1205%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20INT/SB/SB1409%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20INT/hB/HB3815%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20INT/SB/SB1596%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20INT/hB/HB3048%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20INT/hB/HB3048%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2021-22%20INT/hB/HB3319%20INT.PDF

